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Protocol for the introduction and maintenance of 
Specialist Certificates of Competence

1. RPA 2000 Policy

The policy of RPA 2000 is to support the introduction of Specialist Certificates provided that:

· There is justifiable and demonstrable demand from the membership of the Constituent Societies for any proposed certificate.
· Interested and suitably experienced members, from the Constituent Societies, are prepared to form and maintain a Working Group (WG) to:

· undertake the development of appropriate standards and to identify a sufficient number of potential assessors to make the introduction of the certificate a viable option; and
· provide the Board of RPA 2000, for the lifetime of the associated Specialist Certificate, with ongoing support and effort in respect of the necessary scientific and technical competence and manpower associated with maintenance of the Specialist Certificate. 
2. Protocol

To this end, the following protocol will be established:
· Any group of members from the Constituent Societies wishing to establish a Specialist Certificate will have to complete the following ‘Proposal to establish a Specialist Certificate’ and submit this to the Board of RPA 2000.
· On the basis of the information provided in the proposal, the Board will decide whether or not to support development and potential introduction of the Specialist Certificate.

3. Proposal to establish a Specialist Certificate

	Required information

	Applicant’s responses

	Title of proposed Specialist Certificate.

	

	Basis for proposing the development of this certificate.

	

	Which organisation(s) or professional body/bodies support(s) your proposal?


	

	
	

	Would the benefits of the certificate be limited to members of the Constituent Societies? 
	Yes/No

	· If not, what other group(s) of persons might be likely to benefit?


	

	· In which case, what percentage of potential applicants might be expected to be members of the Constituent Societies?
	

	
	

	What would be the likely demand for the proposed certificate, in terms of:
	

	· Expected number of applicants in first 2 years. 
	

	· ‘Steady-state’ annual demand in subsequent years.
	

	
	

	Who is willing to be Chairperson of the Working Group (WG) that will provide initial and ongoing scientific and technical support to the RPA 2000 Board in respect of the proposed certificate?
	

	Briefly provide a basis for your nomination, describing why that person would make a suitable Chairperson. 


	

	
	

	Name the other persons who would be prepared to be members of the WG and briefly describe why they are suited to this role.

	

	
	

	The basic assumption behind this proposal is that the proposed members of the WG give their assurance that they are able and willing to take responsibility for providing the necessary ongoing support and effort to RPA 2000 throughout the lifetime of the proposed certificate? This includes being able to nominate suitable successors should they need to withdraw their own support. 
Please explain the basis underlying this assurance.
[Note that the Board of RPA 2000 is clear that the Certificate would be withdrawn in the event of this support and effort becoming insufficient].

	

	
	

	Name the persons who have been identified to act as assessors if the proposed Certificate is adopted by the Board and briefly describe why they are suited to this role. (Each will eventually be required to provide a short CV if the Certificate is adopted).

	

	· Have you confirmed that the potential assessors are able to provide the necessary time commitment to support the Board’s targets for the completion of assessments?


	

	
	

	Have you identified any industry or employer support for the proposed certificate?

	

	· If so, please provide details.


	

	
	

	Please include any further relevant information in support of or explaining your proposal.


	


Signed………………………………………..
On behalf of (where applicable)………………………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………..
Address:
Telephone Number:

Email address:
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